Efficacy of the cued-listening task in the evaluation of binaural hearing aids.
To evaluate the efficacy of the cued-listening task (CLT) in the evaluation of binaural hearing aid performance, we tested 10 experienced binaural hearing aid users. Subjects listened for a speech target embedded in continuous discourse from either the right or left directions while simultaneously suppressing similar continuous discourse from the other direction. The task was carried out in the presence of multitalker babble from an overhead source. The target-to-babble ratio was always 0 dB. Testing was carried out in four conditions: (1) unaided; (2) aided in right ear; (3) aided in left ear; and (4) aided binaurally. Results showed that neither condition of monaural amplification was significantly better than the unaided condition. Under binaural amplification, however, there was a significant improvement in target recognition. Furthermore, this enhancement in performance was significantly greater when targets came from the right side than when they came from the left side.